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NEW RESEARCH RELEASED ON EFFECTIVENESS
 OF ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING EFFORTS IN UNITED STATES

 Wittmer: Public hasn’t made connection between own behavior, human trafficking

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –  Jan. 25, 2016 –  After more than two years of data collection and analysis, a team of researchers, including Colorado College Assistant Professor of Political Science Dana Wittmer,  has published the first-ever report on the effectiveness of anti-human trafficking efforts in the United States. The release of the report coincides with Human Trafficking Awareness Month.

Wittmer collaborated with colleagues from Northeastern University and Texas Christian University in the National Institute of Justice-funded project, which had three core objectives.  The first was to assess the effectiveness of state human trafficking laws by examining those aspects of state laws that lead to more human trafficking arrests and prosecutions.

The research team found that legislative provisions that invest fiscal and human resources in combating human trafficking most significantly predict state-level arrests and prosecutions. Some civil remedies, especially civil action and safe harbor provisions, also lead to more human trafficking arrests and prosecutions in a state. 

The second objective was to conduct an in-depth examination of the state cases in which suspects were charged specifically under the state human trafficking statute. The research team identified 479 state human trafficking prosecutions between 2003 and 2012, with 39 percent of those in California.  

The final objective was to examine American public opinion on human trafficking. A random sample of 2,000 Americans reveals that 90 percent of Americans understand that human trafficking is a form of slavery, and more than 80 percent of the public has “some” or “a lot” of concern about it. “However, we also found that, while public concern leads to over half of the public believing that human trafficking should be a top government priority, it does not translate into personal action,” Wittmer said. “In other words, our results indicate that the public has not made the connection between how their own attitudes and behaviors help or hinder the movement against human trafficking.”

Additional findings include: 
· The number of states criminalizing human trafficking steadily increased from 2003 to 2012; by 2012, every state but Wyoming had criminalized human trafficking through the creation of a stand-alone human trafficking crime or by integrating human trafficking into an existing criminal offense.

· By 2012, a dozen states still had not made any state investment in human trafficking, and only Ohio, Texas, and Minnesota had made investments in all six categories: assisting victims, forming a task force, training law enforcement, reporting on human trafficking, posting the human trafficking hotline number, and utilizing investigative tools, like the ability to wiretap.

· Approximately 79 percent of those prosecuted for state human trafficking crimes were male and 21 percent were female. Their average age was 32.

· On average, suspects were charged with five state offenses, including human trafficking. The most common accompanying charges were prostitution, pimping, sexual abuse or rape, and kidnapping.

· Offenders convicted of any state crime were sentenced to an average of 99 months in state prison. Those convicted of at least one human trafficking charge were sentenced to an average of 115 months in prison.

· Suspects charged with general human trafficking faced longer sentences when their cases went to trial than when they were adjudicated through plea. On average, suspects faced 65-month sentences if convicted following a guilty plea and 215-month sentences if convicted following a trial.

· Democrats, older Americans, and racial minorities were the most concerned about human trafficking and thought it should be a higher government priority. White males were the least concerned.

· Almost 50 percent said human trafficking should be a top government priority; the highest levels of support for programs in which the government could invest were for human trafficking training for law enforcement, counseling for victims, and legal services for victims.

According to the International Labor Organization, human trafficking, which includes commercialized sexual exploitation, forced labor, and domestic servitude, denies freedom to some 20 million people around the world. Fifty-five percent are women and girls. Twenty-six percent are children. The Polaris Project, a nongovernmental organization that works to combat modern-day slavery and human trafficking, estimates that the total number of human trafficking victims in the U.S. alone reaches into the hundreds of thousands.

To read the full report, go to: https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/249670.pdf
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